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Student Activities Board giving away prizes to all SHIGGINS who attend 


by Chrissy Chiri 


The LSUS soccer home 
opener is tomorrow at 4 
p.m,. but before the game 
even begins there will be 
many winners. The Student 
Activities Board is giving 
away prizes to all students 
who attend. 

“We want to create a stu- 
dent section for all the 
games, for all the teams, so 
every student who stays un- 
til half-time will get a free 

irt,” Kimberly Thornton, 
assistant director of student 
leadership and involvement, 
said. 

The shirts, which are 
bright gold and say, “Go 
LSUS Pilots,” were de- 
signed to be worn at all 
sports games in hopes of cre- 
ating a student section. 

“Just like how Auburn 
fans ‘orange-out’ the stadi- 
um for their games, is what 
we want to do here,” Thorn- 
ton said. 

Students will also be giv- 
en small, plastic soccer balls 
and bleacher cushions which 
make sitting on a bleacher 
more comfortable. 

The Lady Pilots have 
been giving students a lot to 
cheer for with a 4-1 record. 


The team’s only loss came 
from Division-I opponent 
Northwestern State Univer- 
sity by a score of 1-0. This is 
LSUS’ second year to have a 
soccer team, and the ladies 
have yet to disappoint, 

Thornton said students 
should get to the game a few 
minutes before kick-off. The 
bleacher cushions will be 
handed out as students and 
fans arrive. 

This is the first of two 
events the SAB is holding 
during the soccer season. 
The next will be in October. 

The Lady Pilots will be 
playing Baton Rouge’s Divi- 
sion-1 Southern University 
squad tomorrow. LSUS al- 
ready defeated this team ear- 
lier in the season, so the 
Lady Jaguars will be looking 
for revenge. 


Mayoral Race 
Candidates speak at UC 


Brenna Brussart, above left, has been one of the keys to the 
soccer team’s success this year. Michelle Williamson, far 
right, has also played an important part. Shown on the left is 
a crowd at one of last year’s soccer games. The Student Ac- 
tivities Board is hoping this year there will be a student sec- 
tion in one of the bleachers. All students who come will get 
free t-shirts at half-time. 


Kick-off is scheduled for 4 p.m. tomorrow. 
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“Almagest” is an Arabic word meaning “great” or “majestic.” It is also the title 
of a book written by the ancient astronomer Ptolemy who is pictured on the front 
page of our paper. 


Bronson Hall, Room 344 
Louisiana State University in Shreveport 
One University Place 
Shreveport, LA 71115 
phone/fax: (318) 797-5328 
e-mail: almagest@lsus.edu 


Suzzanne Bright, faculty adviser 


Editorial Policy 
The information presented in this publication by no means reflects the opinions 
of the administration or staff of LSUS. The A/magest seeks to provide informa- 
tion for the LSUS campus and community; to Involve students, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First Amendment of 
the Constitution. Comments and complaints are welcome and should be ad- 
dressed to Mike Schwalke, Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your 
full name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 
Letters to the editor are encouraged, However, the staff reserves the right to edit 
letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a club or organi- 
zation must be signed by all members of the group or by the group's president. 
Letters should be e-mailed or submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 
p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Please type the let- 
ter and include your classification and major. The Almagest reserves the right 
not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters 
will not be printed. 


The Almagest \s published on Thursday mormmgs and is printed by The Natchi- 
toches Times. 


Hiring freeze one cause 
of LSUS professor deficit 


by Lauren Anderson 


Many departments — at 
LSUS are lacking faculty 
due to a hiring freeze, which 
became effective last fall in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

“Turnover (at a universi- 
ty) is high,” said Stuart 
Mills, provost. “What’s ab- 
normal! is not hiring yester- 
year. We're always hiring, 
year after year, (but) we lost 
a year of recruiting faculty.” 

However, “there were 
problems long before Katri- 
na,” said Dr. Gary Jones, 
psychology department 
chair. The hurricane “perpet- 
uated the problem. We’ve 
had positions frozen since 
2004.” 

The issues include budget 
problems and dropping un- 
dergraduate enrollment. 

“In November, they cut 
our budget,” said Mills. 
“When there’s a good econo- 
my, people keep their jobs 
and don’t go to school,” he 
said, explaining the enroll- 
ment drop. 

The hiring freeze was 
eliminated in February, 
which is not a good time for 
hiring. 

Hence, there are currently 
26 vacant positions now 
available for full-time facul- 
ty. Many of those positions 
are presently filled by ad- 
juncts—professors who sign 
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“We're looking for 
assistant professors 
and new Ph.D.s 
right out of 
graduate school.” 


~ Dr. Gary Jones 
Psychology department chair 


one-year contracts. Every 
college is recruiting. Many 
of the vacancies are due to 
retirees and those who left 
LSUS to pursue other jobs. 
No colleges are looking to 
expand. 

Two departments which 
are significantly under- 
staffed are mathematics and 
psychology. 

“We're trying to hire the 
best teachers and_ re- 
searchers” in subjects such 
as number theory, numerical 
analysis, and the “statistics 
arena,” said Dr. Debra Shep- 
herd, chair of the department 
of mathematics. 

The department of mathe- 
matics has two vacancies. 
Dr. Paul Sisson moved to 
dean of the college of sci- 
ences, and Conway Link, as- 
sistant professor of 
mathematics, who taught 
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statistics, retired in 2002. 

The psychology depart- 
ment has four vacant posi- 
tions. 

We're “not sure whether 
we’ll be able to replace all 
four,” said Jones. We’re 
“looking for assistant profes- 
sors and new Ph.D.s right 
out of graduate school.” 

Dr. Merikay Ringer, pro- 
fessor of psychology, retired 
in May, and Dr. Ray Ado- 
maitis, assistant professor of 
psychology, left LSUS in 
May for a position at the 
University of Texas, 
Brownsville. 

Recruiting applicants can 
begin in the spring, by plac- 
ing advertisements in nation- 
al publications and on Web 
pages, and continue into the 
fall. 

“Those graduating with 
their Ph.D.s are job-shop- 
ping right now,” said Shep- 
herd. “We have an ad on 
EIMS (Employment Infor- 
mation in the Mathematical 
Sciences), available in hard 
form and online.” 

Next, applicants are 
screened and then most in- 
terviews take place in the 
spring. 

“We do the same thing 
that every university does,” 
said Jones. “It boils down to 


offering competitive 
salaries. If we don’t offer 
competitive salaries, we 


don’t get them.” 
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Potential Politicos 


Mayoral hopefuls crowd into the UC Theatre last week for the forum sponsored by Red River Radio and The (Shreveport) Times. The forum was 
moderated by Kate Archer, news producer for RRR. Candidates fielded questions from the community asked by panelists Rod Richardson, man- 
aging editor of The Times, and Craig Durrett, editorial page editor of The Times. Alan English, executive editor of The Times, posed audience 
questions as well. The forum was broadcast live on RRR. From left to right Ariena Acree, Vernon Adams, Ed Bradley, Cedric Glover, Tim 
Goeders, Henry Hodge-Bey, Jerry Jones, Max Malone, Liz Swaine, Durrett and Richardson. 


Concert 
series 


Dana Vachharajani 


by Mike Schwalke 


Soprano Dana Vachharajani and piano accompanist 
Jeffrey Grossman will be in the UC Theatre Tuesday, 
Sept. 26, at Common Hour. Vachharajani and Gross- 
man are the featured performers for the current leg of 
the Piatigorsky Foundation’s scheduled tour. 

The foundation has had regular tours through the 
Shreveport-Bossier area including once-a-semester 
stops at LSUS, but this performance will be the last 
one for the foreseeable future. 

According to Kathleen Le Blanc, concert coordina- 
tor for the Piatigorsky Foundation, the foundation has 
scheduled a tour that will cover south Louisiana in the 
fall and would like to come back to back through 
Shreveport in the future. 

“This is the only vocal and piano (performance) 
coming to campus (this semester),” said Dr. La Wanda 
Blakeney, assistant professor of music. 

Blakeney said that cellist Evan Drachman, presi- 
dent, founder and artistic director of the Piatigorsky 
Foundation and grandson of the eponymous late cellist 
Greggor Piatigorsky, told her the foundation chooses 
artists who are not only talented but personable as 
well. 

The performance will offer a mix of classical and 
opera as well as some more popular tunes from musi- 
cals, interspersed by solo piano. 
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When: Sept. 28 
Time: 2 -6 p.m. 


Where: LSUS Tennis Courts 


Free food, tennis lessons, 


prizes and fun! 


For more info visit: 


ISON CAMPUSIONY 


www.lsus.edu/uc/recsports 
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> Least expensive Washington Semester in the nation 

> Six hours of academic credit in political science or 
American Studies, including internships 

> Open to all students, regardless of major, year in 
school, or school of normal attendance 


> No out-of-state tuition; stay in hotel in downtown 
DC 


hen are two large fixed costs: double occupancy 
hotel room (approximately $912), and tuition fees 


($690). Transportation to and from DC as well as 
meals, are up to participants to arrange as well as 
some minor expenses. 


DEADLINES: 
$400 deposit due DECEMBER 1, 2006. ‘This 


guarantees a slot on the “Washington Semester” and 
applies to your hotel/tuition fee, It is non-refundable. 


Balance for hotel/tuition is due MARCH 16, 2007 


For further information: 
Dr. William D. Pederson, Resident Director 
Washington Semester Program 
Louisiana State University in Shreveport 
One University Place, 321 BH 
Shreveport, LA 71115-2301 
(318) 797-5138 fax: (318) 795-4203 
email wpederso@l|sus.edu or visit website www.|sus.edu/ 

lincoln/washington.asp 


Campus Briefs 


LSUS restaurant rumors false 

Beginning in the spring semester of 2007, Wackadoo’s 
Grub & Brew will open its doors on the campus of LSU in 
Alexandria. Wackadoo’s is not a fast food joint for a conven- 
ient snack between classes, but rather a sit-down eatery on 
the level of Chili’s or Applebee’s. 

Wackadoo’s, a Florida-based company, operates restau- 
rants on campuses in Florida and Ohio and is planning to 
open another location in Nevada. 

On July 25 The Town Talk (Alexandria) reported that com- 
pany officials were talking with university officials in 
Shreveport. However, Michael Ferrell, LSUS vice cancellor 
of business affairs, said that is not true. 

“The university has not been approached by anyone with 
that company about opening up a restaurant on campus,” he 
said. He said that before a restaurant could be opened on 
LSUS’ campus the administration would have to investigate 
how the restaurant would impact the university. Wackadoo’s 
also denied that the company talked to LSUS. 

Mark Gerdus, a Wackadoo’s representative, said the com- 
pany has talked with universities in Monroe and Lafayette. 

By Saphronya Baker 


University police chief resigns 

The director of university police, Larry Laborde, who had 
held the position for three years, retired on Aug. 18 to open 
his own private security consulting business. His departure 
leaves LSUS without a top cop. 

In an e-mail announcing his resignation, Laborde said that 
he would leave LSUS “with many fond memories of all of 
the good friends that I made here.” 

Sgt. Rodney Christian, an eight-year veteran of the uni- 
versity police, is acting as interim director. 

According to Mike Ferrell, vice chancellor for business 
affairs, the university is seeking candidates both locally and 
nationally to fill the position. 

By Jeremiah Raab 


LSUS archives contest winners announced 

Last May the LSUS Archives and Special Collections re- 
vealed the winners of their 2005-06 Historical Essay Com- 
petition. Catherine Green, then a graduate student in the 
college of education, won the first-prize William B. Wiener 
Jr. Award for her essay “The Trucks of Santa Maria Pro- 
duce.” Monica Pels, then an undergraduate in the college of 
liberal arts, won the second-prize Goodloe Stuck Award for 
her essay about the Spring Street Museum building in down- 
town Shreveport. 

The contest “is a good opportunity for students to work 
with primary sources and learn the history of the region,” 
said Laura McLemore, assistant librarian. She also noted 
that the payout was sizeable. 

For the 2006-07 academic year, the William B. Wiener Jr. 
Award prize will be $1,000, and the Goodloe Stuck Award 
prize will be $450. 

The Historical Essay Competition is endowed by William 
B. Wiener Jr. Any student who has either taken or is taking 
three hours of history course credit is eligible to enter. Inter- 
ested students should stop by the LSUS Archives and Spe- 
cial Collections on the third floor of Noel Memorial Library 
to obtain more information. 

By Mike Schwalke 
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Film studies minor on horizon at LSUS 


by Michael Doughty 


The college of liberal arts 
is considering offering a new 
minor for students interested 
in studying film. Although 
the film studies minor is not 
yet officially in the catalog, 
various professors have been 
tossing the idea around for 
some time. 

“We don’t formally offer a 
minor yet,” said Dr. John S. 
Vassar, professor and chair 
of the department of fine 
arts, foreign languages and 
humanities. “We’re still at 
the point of gauging student 
interest.” Several students 


and professors have already 
shown enthusiasm for a film 
degree. 

Robert Alford, assistant 
professor of communica- 
tions, has offered a variety of 
film courses over the last 
several semesters. “Several 
of the professors have been 
teaching film classes over 
the last few years,” he said. 
“There has been an interest 
in students who have taken 
one or more (film classes) to 
have (them) be reflected in 
their degree. So we’re start- 
ing out with a minor.” 

When the minor is of- 


fered, it will be for any stu- 
dent who has taken a number 
of film classes. “We have 
been developing the minor 


over the last couple years,” 
Alford said. 

Several departments al- 
ready offer film courses, 
each with its own particular 
angle. 

“The way it’s set up now, 
each department of the col- 
lege has certain classes that 
focus on film: there’s a histo- 
ry of film, there’s a course on 
politics in film, there’s a 
course on Spanish cinema 
and there’s a course on 
Shakespeare which is one of 
the first film courses we of- 
fered,” Vassar said. 

The minor’s purpose is to 


show students that there is 
more to film than entertain- 
ment value. “The idea is that 
film is one of the most im- 
portant new art forms that 
we have, and it and music 
are two of the biggest cultur- 
al contributions of America 
in the last century,” Alford 
said. 

“By studying it you can 
see that film can be enter- 
taining and can be art,” Al- 
ford said. “Film can be a 
form of art and cultural ex- 
pression. Film is one of the 
main ways we share our yal- 


” 
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LSUS welcomes America’s fourth president 


James Madison impersonation teaches, entertains students from all around 


by S. Alan Trichell 


The presentation in the 
UC Theatre on Sept. 15 enti- 
tled “A Morning with Mr. 
Madison” started with a 
satirical rap written and per- 
formed by David Welms, a 
history teacher from Caddo 
Middle Magnet to a room 
full of local elementary, mid- 
dle and high school students, 
as well as college students, 
faculty and staff. 

Although the title “A 
Morning with Mr. Madison” 
might bring to mind a boring 
political atmosphere in 
which James Madison's 
presidency is dissected by 
one or more academic politi- 
cal scientists, the event, 


oT 


SIX DAYS. NO NIGHTS. 


ep when you die} 


sponsored by 
the Interna- 
tional Lincoln 
Center for 
American 

Studies, the 
SAB, and the 
LSUS depart- 
ment of histo- 
ry and social 


Pederson 


sciences, was instead an ex- 


citing and interesting presen- 
tation of an often-overlooked 
president. 

After the rap, Dr. John R. 
Vile, chair of the department 
of political science at Middle 
Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro, took to the 
stage. 

Vile, in the guise of Madi- 
son, told of his life and many 
accomplishments before and 
after his presidency. 

While “bringing Madison 
alive,” Vile talked about 
Madison’s childhood and 
college life, all in the first- 
person and all the while in- 
teracting with the crowd on 
hand. 

Vile said he hoped to pro- 
mote Madison’s writings and 


his involvement in ratifying 

the Constitution. He also em- 

phasized how Madison origi- 

nally got into politics to help 

the cause of freedom of reli- 
gion. 

Dr. William Pederson, 
professor of political science 
and director of the Interna- 
tional Lincoln Center, helped 
organize the performance. 

“It will give teachers a 
chance to talk about the Con- 
stitution as well as get stu- 
dents interested in talking 
and learning about the Con- 
stitution,” he said. 

Pederson got the idea for 
the performance after attend- 
ing a three-day conference 
on Madison with Vile, whom 
he had known for over 25 
years. 

Pederson said he would 
like to do similar presenta- 
tions in the future about his- 
torical figures such as 
Benjamin Franklin, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson 
or maybe even Abraham 
Lincoln. He added that an 
impersonator “helps make a 
president come alive.” 


Asner To.es 


Dr. John R. Vile (left), from 
Middie Tennessee State Uni- 
versity, as James Madison, 
speaks at the UC Theatre. 
Madison was known as the 
father of the Constitution 
though he refuted such lofty 
claims. As Madison 
prepares to take the stage, 
Dr. Ron Byrd, professor of 
kinesiology and health 
sciences, (far right) looks 
on. 


Jasmin Flores 
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‘Black Dahlia’ 
is twisted In 
perfect order 


Film is worth going to see 


by Chris Gray 


Aaron Eckhart, Josh Hart- 
nett, Hilary Swank and Scar- 
lett Johansson star in the 
crime drama adapted from 
James Elroy’s novel of the 
same name and based on the 
infamous true story and 
death of the young Holly- 
wood starlet Elizabeth Short 
in the 1940s. 

Mr. Fire and Mr. Ice (Eck- 
hart and Hartnett), two de- 
tectives, are called to the 
scene of a grizzly murder, 
and while one man is putting 
forth great effort to solve this 
dastardly deed, he begins 
getting sucked into an ever- 
thickening plot. to keep 
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things covered up while his 
partner begins to go insane 
trying to solve the murder. 
“The Black Dahlia” has 
more twists and turns in it 
than a Louisiana back road 
and has the most intrigue and 
suspense of any whodunit 
movie I have ever seen. The 
twists were not a bad thing 
though; they actually made 
the film a lot more interest- 
ing and gave it substance. 
Most films today you can see 
a twist coming from a mile 
away, but this was a thinking 
man’s movie. The dialogue 
was confusing but intelli- 
gent; characters would talk 
about certain things, and I sat 


there and wondered what are 
they were talking about and 
then five minutes later I fi- 
nally understood. The movie 
made me have to pay atten- 
tion to understand the full 
story and implications of the 
plot. 

I remember when Hartnett 
used to make horrible films 
— “The Faculty” is one. But 
this guy has improved so 
much in his ability to convey 
emotion and feeling on the 
silver screen | really got into 
the story due to his acting. 
The same can be said for 
Eckhart as well. They both 
gave outstanding perform- 
ances: All of the actors 


Breaking News: Popeye E. Coli 
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brought something unique to 
the screen. Hilary Swank 
plays a spoiled Irish rich girl 
whose father dabbles in 
pornography and construc- 
tion, while Scarlett Johans- 
son plays a former prostitute 
turned house wife. 

The character develop- 
ment was incredible; you see 
the characters grow and con- 
flict, and some eventually 
fall. However, there was 
chemistry between the actors 
that made the character 
growth have depth and sub- 
stance. I attribute the strong 
character depth and growth 
to the director. 

Director Brian De Palma — 


By: Mike Pizzolato 


Entertainment 


“Scarface” and “The Un- 
touchables” — has always 
made movies | classify as 
great cinematic works, and 
this one is no exception. He 
can always bring out the best 
from his actors and set 
scenes up to emotionally 
draw you into them. His 
knowledge of cinematic 
camera angles and scene 
physics prove he is still one 
of the best directors of dra- 
matic film today. 

“The Black Dahlia” is a 
refreshing rain to a long 
drought in the crime drama 
genre. De Palma, Eckhart 
and Hartnett bring us a relief 
from the same old whodunit. 


Welcome Back! 


NOW HIRING!!! 
Management & 
Crewmembers! 

For our Shreveport Locations! 


Crewmembers Apply in Person @ 
Raising Cane’s 
7241 Youree Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71105 


Raising Cane's 


greatjobs@raisingcanes.com or 
fax to: 225-383-7404 or mail to: 


What ere ya...Chicken!!! 
Raising Cane’s appreciates & 
values individuality EOE 
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SPORTS 


es Lady Pilots beat 


another D-I team 


~~ by Chrissy Chil year they finished second 
———— = oplace fi the Gulf Coast At- 


lantic Conference tourna- 
ment. They lost to the 
University of Mobile, which 


: is still expected to be the 
View A&M 5-0 in Houston. team’s toughest competitor 


The ladies, who face an- 4. year. 
other Division-I team tomor- “They will still be the 
row at 4 p.m. at LSUS, have 
now improved their record 
to 4-1. 

The squad begins confer- 
ence play on Sept. 26. Last 


The Lady Pilots soccer 
team blew another Division- 
I team out the water last 
week as they beat Prairie 


ones to beat,” assistant coach 
Allan Sihatrai said. Howev- 
er, the squad is confident in 
the way they have been play- 
ing that they are prepared. 


Greoo Tausty 


The LSUS Lady Pilots soccer team takes on Division-I squad Southern University of Baton 
Rouge tomorrow. Last week they pounded Prairie View A&M 5-0. 


2006 SOCCER SCHEDULE 


Practice Makes Perfect 


— 


ae | —_— nT 
a 5:00PM - Belhaven College * 
10/1/2006 1:00PM Loyola University * . 
10/5/2006 4:00pm = Wiliam Carey" 
10/7/2006 = 1:00PM ~=—Spring Hill College * 
10/12/2006 7:00PM — Univ of Mobile” 
10/14/2006 | 12:00pm ‘ Spring Hill College * 
10/17/2006 7:00PM Stephen F. Austin 
10/20/2006 2:00PM Univ. of Mobile * 
10/22/2006 1:00pm Loyola University 
11/3/2006 TBA Region XIII Toumey The Pilots baseball team has already begun official practice. They started 
‘gas intrasquad scrimmages against each other last week. Each pitcher threw one 
* asterisk denotes a conference game. 4 inning and got a feel on the mound while the catchers worked on their signs. After 


winning the GCAC tournament, the team failed to reach the NAIA World Series. 


ei Despite the loss of pitching coach Andy Heckman and several key seniors, the Pi- 
Games in bold denote home games. ' lots are confident in their returners and new players. Head Coach Rocke 
Musgraves has hired three new assistant coaches. 
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Fun & Games 


Sudoku Puzzle 
by Linda Thistle 


Calendar of 
Events 


OUTDOOR TIPS 


Iv 1S USUALLY HARD To 
MST IN ALL DIRECTIONS 


Thursday, Sept. 21 


10:30 a.m, 
JJ Heller, musician 
Coffee House Series 


1 p.m. 
Chess Tournament begins 


6pm, 
Family Night ? 
ine Begin at once 


to live, and count 


Last day for 40 percent 
refund for Fall Term 


Friday, Sept. 22 


6:45.a.m. 
Running Group 


12to0 1 p.m. 
Yogalates 


each day as a 
separate life. 


SENECA 


Have 
a story idea? 


We want to hear it. 


Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and each 


4p.m, 5 ah small 9-box square contains all of the 
Lsus Women's Soccer Call us at 797-5328 numbers from one to nine. 
home opener/Spitit Fest 
hosted by SAB By: Mike Schwalike and Lou Manna 


Monday, Sept. 23 YOUR JGNOMINIOLIS REPUTATION AND YOU KEEP COMPANY WITH 
me PRECEEDS YOU, DR. STROUD. c ~ GUERILLAS, SABOTEURS AND ASSASSIN. 


10 am, z 4p.m. 
30-minute beginner cardio 


Fall Break Camping Trip 
sign-up deadline 


1 KNOW YOU ARE EAGER 
TO GET BACK TO YOUR FIELD 
RESEARCH, DR. BAXTER. 


~~ BUT PLEASE CONSIDER 
DELIVERING A GUEST LECTURE 
' BEFORE YOU GO. ‘y 


WW) 


— 
~— 


| THINK I'LL BE 
LEAVING AS WELL. 


\Y 1 WILL FOLLOW YOU LIKE 
: A SHADOW, DR. STROUD. 


